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occasion of Tuternational Day for Persons with Disabilities (3 December)
and World Désabled Day (15 Manch)
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REPORT:
1. Name of the Program: Webinar on Disability Sensitization/Disability Sensitization
Session in Online Mode

2. Theme/Topic: Observation of International Day with Persons with Disabilities (3"
December) and World Disabled Day (15" March) through Disability Sensitization Session in
Online Mode

3. Date: 18.03.2023 (Saturday)

4. Time/Schedule: 6 pm —7.30 pm

5. Venue/Platform: Google Meet (Link: https://meet.google.com/fko-fbgc-zns)

6. Organizers of the Program: Department of Sociology, in association with IQAC, GGDC,
Mangalkote.

7. Organizing Committee:
Patron: Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu, Officer-In-Charge, GGDC, Mangalkote
Advisor: Dr. Debraj Biswal, Convener, IQAC, GGDC, Mangalkote
Convener: Mr. Pinaki Roy, Head, Department of Sociology, GGDC, Mangalkote
Members: Ms. Sanchari De, Assistant Professor in Sociology, GGDC, Mangalkote
Dr. Suchismita Das, Assistant Professor in Sociology, GGDC, Mangalkote
Ms. Moumita Mazumder, Assistant Professor in Sociology, GGDC, Mangalkote
Mr. Debaditya Dutta, Assistant Professor in Sociology, GGDC, Mangalkote

8. Objective of the Program: To observe International Day for Persons with Disabilities (3™
December) and World Disabled Day (15" March) in the form of a Sensitization Session in the
Online Mode:

a. to raise or increase awareness of disability and persons with disability among our
students and faculty members, and other stakeholders of the college, and

b. to make the college a more inclusive space for persons with disability, not only
through disabled-friendly built-environment, but also through cultivation of sensitivity,
empathy and awareness about disability

9. Name of the Invited Speaker/Resource Person: Mr. Sayantan Ghosh

10. Designation of the Invited Speaker/Resource Person: Assistant Professor in
Sociology at Hiralal Mazumdar Memorial College for Women, Dakshineshwar, Kolkata

11. Topic/Title of Lecture/Deliberation: I see and | don’t: Living with Disability
12. Summary of Lecture/Deliberation by the Invited Speaker/Resource Person:

The speaker through various stories from Indian mythologies and Greek history explicated
the discourses on the disability of one having a long historical genesis. Through stories from
Ramayana, Mahabharata and Sparta, the speaker explained how persons with disability
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were always conceived as a hindrance and incapable of carrying out societal tasks. These
narratives also reflect the larger outlook of the nation or the system of governance towards
persons with disability as being ignored and out-casted. The speaker then went on to the
play of Oedipus and explained how the eyes or the visual sense were giving primary
importance towards intimacy or love. Aristotle too created this hierarchy where the visual
was supreme, followed by auditory, olfactory, taste, and touch. Rather, the speaker harped
on the fact that every individual was different and knowledge acquirement could be done
through various means. For example, computer classes can be learnt entirely by the
keyboard or the mouse, giving primacy to one result in a selective unidirectional method of
education that may be not conducive to others. The speaker then moved on to a narrative
of a school student who was abused and mentally tortured in the class which blocked his
nerves connecting the brain and the eyes, ultimately resulting in his visual impairment. He
gave the example of his own daily life as how a person with a disability requires larger
sensitivity from the people around and especially from their caregiver. These included how
to hold the plate while eating, dressing up, comprehending distance or space while meeting
people or having a conversation and counting currency. These basic everyday activities
could get troublesome if the caregiver is not sensitive towards these issues as she/he holds
a position of power over them. The speaker lamented the way he was excluded from
friendships, and college life beyond the classroom as classmates thought he could be a
liability towards them. This also reflects the general response of the nation towards persons
with disability as they didn't form a sufficient number for vote bank politics. The speaker
then moved on to explain the three approaches to understanding disability- medical, social
and divine. Under medical discourse, the body was viewed through a fixed medical gaze
with disability being abnormal. The divine justification explained disability through acts of
previous birth, sins and karma. The social model conceptualises disability as a form of
structure that excludes the disabled from society. The speaker emphasised the point that
persons with disability should be responsible for discussions and policy framing about
them. In a lot of cases, they are invisible and not even recorded in the census. Finally, he
concluded by reciting his own poem about growing up as a person with a visual disability.

13. Details of the Interactive Session:

Q: Do other marginalised groups such as Dalits or Subalterns relate to the marginalisation
faced by persons with disability?

A: Yes and No. Marginalised groups have a common experience and history of being
excluded by society. But this doesn’t necessarily transcend to subjectivities to understand
other marginalised groups. Therefore, persons with disability and each individual conceive
of their disability differently and cannot be clubbed together under a single solution for all.

Q: Can community participation fill the gap as national policies hardly have any ground-
level impact?

A: Community and the state both have a role in the upliftment of persons with disability.
Yes, the community role is important but this needs to be supported through government
initiatives, such as providing brails in schools and colleges, creating ramps and lifts,
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providing writers, developing adequate technologies for special classes and employing
special teachers who are trained to teach persons with disability.

14. Participant Composition and Feedback Analysis:

Although a good number of people participated in the sensitization session, feedback was
received from twenty one audience members. The following report presents the participant
composition and analyses the feedback for this webinar. A majority of the audience were
students while a number of faculty members also participated from various colleges.

Designation
21 responses

® Student
@ Faculty Member

Most of the audience were from GGDC Mangalkote with a few members from Hiralal
Mazumdar Memorial College for Women, Dakshineshwar, and Rabindra Bharati University,
Kolkata.

Institution
21 responses

@ GGDC Mangalkote

@ Hiralal Majumder Memorial College for
Women

Hiralal Mazumdar Memorial College For
Women

@ Rabindra bharati university

Most of the participants were from the Sociology department, however, there were also a
number of participants from Political Science, History, English, and Bengali.
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Department
21 responses

@ Zoology

@ English

@ Bengali

@ History

@ Political Science
@ Sociology

® BA General

@ B Sc General

Most of the students were from 2" year, the 1°t and 3™ year students also participated in
significant numbers.

Current Year (For Students Only

16 responses

@ First Year
@ Second Year
@ Third Year

The webinar was widely appreciated as several members of the audience participated in the
discussions with the speaker. The following messages from the webinar allow us to
understand how much the lecture was appreciated by the audience.

Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
OFFICER IN CHARGE, W.B.E.S.
Government General Degree College, Mangalkote
Dt. Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal- 713132




19250 § - QB =20 37%=

X In-call messages

Messages can be seen only during the call by
people on the call

Debashis Biswas 8 min
Sq9a) | g91917]

Chandrabali Dutta 8 min
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Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu 8 min
Excellent lecture. Really appreciating
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Several members of the audience also commented during the discussion session on how
the lecture not only effectively brought out the struggles of the reality of disabled living,
but also the problems of tokenism and how they can be addressed. The audience also
appreciated how the lecture began with disabilities in mythological characters, to
disabilities as they are seen today, drawing from a continuing stream of experiences across
time and space.
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The responses of the audience reflected how deeply they were enriched by the lecture and
how it left an impression in their minds, allowing them to see the world through a more
empathetic lens. The lecture was thus truly impactful and developed a sense of greater
awareness and sensitivity about disabilities and the experiences connected to them. This
sense of empathy will allow the audience members to conduct their own lives with a
constant sense of awareness of the needs and struggles of those around them.

15. Conclusion drawn by the Invited Speaker/Resource Person:

The speaker harped on the lack of facilities and negligence by the state towards persons
with disability. This has resulted in various forms of exclusion faced by persons with
disability in both public and private affairs of their daily life.

16: General Conclusion: Outcome of the Sensitization Session:

Issues of disability have been a part of human society since its very inception. From the
days of yore to the present times, people with physical or cognitive disabilities have worked
alongside able-bodied individuals, contributing in significant ways to the trajectory of
events that have impacted the future. While there is a tendency to overlook disabilities in
our everyday life, the reality of disabled people themselves is inextricably linked with the
efforts to overcome the difficulties of everyday experiences.

This webinar on Disability Sensitization, held on 18" March 2023 (Saturday), on Google
Meet, aimed to develop a greater sensitization to the lived realities of disabled individuals
and thereby develop empathetic understanding of their experiences. The webinar was a
sincere attempt to generate awareness among our students, faculty members and other
stakeholders of the college, regarding the ongoing struggle of disabled individuals and
make the college a more inclusive space for persons with disability. The speaker for the
webinar, Mr. Sayantan Ghosh, Assistant Professor in Sociology, Hiralal Mazumdar
Memorial College for Women, Dakshineshwar, played a pivotal role in this sensitization
process through his highly thought-provoking honorary lecture.
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Department of Sociology
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Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu, Officer-In-Charge, GGDC, Mangalkote,
delivering the inaugural address

il
Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
OFFICER IN CHARGE, W.B.E S,

Government General Degree College, Mangalkote
Dt. Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal- 713132




18:16 O = - Q B =520 50% =

<« fko-fbqc-zns » O D)

X X

W \‘ ; % ;L. ;
b 'ml\\\\\&\\\\% A :

Dr. Pradip...

R

U
-

Ugcsemin... Debaditya

kulsum2003 khatun left

Mr. Sayantan Ghosh, Assistant Professor in Sociology, Hiralal Mazumdar Memorial
College for Women, Dakshineshwar, delivering the much-appreciated,
thought-provoking lecture on disability
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Department of Soeciology
Govorument General Degree College, Wangaliote
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Conceprt Vote:
White the academia thinks of geader sensitisation as siguifieant du wantuning
densitization o ovenlooked. ot ouly {Jormal camicdlum in Fumanitice and
Social Sciences in modt univenscties in West Bengal and Tudia andenmines
S  with disalility, people with disabilit
and their ewenyday struggles are manginal to cndtitutional and organizational
warnatives. Vnden such corcumatances, disability sensitization could apen up wew
avenues in serioudly (ne)considening what counts as disability, and the emenging
tigues of patewalist Jorces that end up glwrifying disalility at the cost of
engaging with the matenial struggles of fpeaple with disabilitics. Thnough ouch
ensitiyation, we hope to begin a cutical dialogue about ability oio-d-wéis
disability among the otakeholdens of the college and leyoud, and nender it a
mone inclusive space for peaple with disabilitics, who may come to intabit the
material and ideational dpace of this indtitution either as otudents o as
employees.

About the Speaker and [itle of the Sesscon:

M. Sayantan Ghooh did his schooling from Patha Bhavan School, Rollata
and parcued Bachelone and Masters icnw Sociolegy (rom  sutest (ollege and
Jadavpar University respectively. The topic of his M. phil dissertation wac
‘Swell in Everyday Life: +n Tntorpretation of Middle Plasses. * Presently,
te co Assiotant Professor in Sociology. Finalal Masumdar Memorial (ollege
for Women, Dakohinestwar. His arcas of cnterest include Soccology of Swmel,
Disability Studies, Tagore and Marvian Studies. He co aloo the (Co-P7 of
anw TOSSR-{unded reseanch froject titled Wapping Tnclusion: Enploving
Awarneness about Disability related Education Policces and theon
Tmplementation in Educational notitutions in Rolkata.




Hio deliberation in the tensitization session on 18.05.25 (Satunday) at
6:00 p.m. éo titled "7 see and 7 don't: Living with Disability”™ and will
nevolve around the complex interface of the structunal and the ubjective in the
contert of wisual disability.

Organcying Committee:

Patron: Dr. DPradipta Rumarn Basu, Officer-Tn- Charge. GGD L. Mangallote
Advison: Dr. Detraj Biswal, Counvener, 124C. GGDE. Mangalbote
Convenen: Nin. Pinali Roy, Head, Depantment of Sociology, GGD (. Mangalloete
Wembers:

Ms. Samctharni De, ssiotant Professor in Soeciolegy, GGD . Mangallbote
Dr. Suctiomita Das, Asscstant Professon in Sociology, GGD (. Mangallote
Mo, Wowmita Wagumder, ssiotant Profestor in Sociology, GGD L. Mangallote
Wr. Debaditya Dutta, +ssistant Professor in Seciology, GGD L. Mangalbote

Programme Schedule:
6:00 to 6:05 pom — Welcome Adaness — MWs. Moumita Magumder
6:05 20 6:10 e — Tuaugunal Address — Dr. Pradipta Rumar Basu, O7C. GGD M
6:10 10 6:15 pm — Addness — Dr. Debnaj Biwal, owrdinator, 924
6:15 1 6.20 pm — Tutrodduction: Webinar Theme & Speakier - Wn, Pinaki oy
6:20 to 7:00 pm — Disability Sensitization Lectune — W, Sayantan Ghook
7:00 to 7:15 pm — Tutenactive Sesscon with the Speater —NWn. Pinaki Rey
7:05 to 7:20 pm —Vote of Thanks — M. Moumita Masumder

Google Meet Link {or the Session:
ktepe:[|meet. google. com|floo - fbge - zns

The meet gateway will open at 5:50 fm.

A are cordially invited.
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Government of West Bengal
Office of the Principal
GOVERNMENT GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE, MANGALKOTE
PANCHANANTALA, KHUDRUN DIGHI, MANGALKOTE
P.O. - MAJHIGRAM; BLOCK - MANGALKOTE; SUB DIVISION - KATWA
DISTRICT - PURBA BARDHAMAN; WEST BENGAL; PIN CODE - 713132; INDIA
Email: ggdcmangalkote@gmail.com; Website: http;/mangalkotegovtcollege.org

Memo No.: 150/MGC Dated: 16/03/2023

To,

Mr. Sayantan Ghosh

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Hiralal Mazumdar Memorial College for Women, Dakshineswar

Sub: Invitation to deliver an Online Lecture in a Sensitization Session on Disability on
18.03.2023 (Saturday) at 6:00 p.m.
Sir,

It is our honour to invite you as a speaker to deliver an Online Lecture in a Sensitization
Session on Disability, entitled “I see and I don’t: Living with Disability”, on 18.03.2023
(Saturday) at 6 p.m. on Google Meet Platform, on the occasion of International Day of Persons with
Disabilities (3¢ December) & World Disabled Day (15t March), organized by the Department of
Sociology, in collaboration with the Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Government General Degree
College, Mangalkote, Panchanantala, Khudrun Dighi, Purba Barddhaman - 713132, West Bengal.

We sincerely hope that it will be an enriching experience for the students and faculty
members to listen to your thought provoking and useful deliberation.

We shall be highly obliged if you kindly accept our invitation.

oo

Officer-In-Charge
GGDC, Mangalkote

Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
OFFICER IN CHARGE, W.B.E.S.
Government General Degree College, Mangalkote
Dt. Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal- 713132
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Government of West Bengal
Office of the Principal
GOVERNMENT GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE, MANGALKOTE
PANCHANANTALA, KHUDRUN DIGHI, MANGALKOTE
P.O. -MAJHIGRAM; BLOCK -MANGALKOTE; SUB DIVISION -KATWA
DISTRICT -PURBA BARDHAMAN; WEST BENGAL; PIN CODE -713132; INDIA
Email: ggdcmangalkote@gmail.com; Website: http://mangalkotegovtcollege.org
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This centifecate b awarnded to:

M. Sayantan Ghook
rascstant Professor
Depantment of Socéslogy

T necoguction of this valualble contribution as an Tnuited Speaker in an Ounline
Sensitization Session on Disablity on 18,05 2025, on the occasion of
Vuternational Day of Pewons with Disabilities (5 December) & World
Desabled Day (15 Manch), erganised by the Department of Sociolegy, in
collaboration with Tutemal Luality Aseaance Cell. GGD L. Mangallote.
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Officer-In-Charge
GGDC, Mangalkote

Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
OFFICER IN CHARGE, W.B.E.S.
Government General Degree College, Mangalkote
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Email Address Name Designation
rajashreemurulia@gmail.c Rajashree Dey Student
Abhipsaghosh02@gmail.c Abhipsa Ghosh Student
ttashneem@gmail.com Tahira Tashneem Faculty Member
reshmikhatun10ab@gmai Reshmi Khatun Student
visitsusmitapal@gmail.co Susmita Pal Student

hiraksmp@gmail.com Hitak Kumar Sinha Maha Faculty Member

biswajitsbssarkar0394@g Biswaijit sarkar Student
oendrila.d@gmail.com  Oendrila Dutta Faculty Member
biswajitsbssarkar0394@g Biswaijit Sarkar Student
kamalikadasmajumdar@t Kamalika Das Majumdar Faculty Member
monikaghosh262@gmail. Monika Ghosh Student
priyankaghosh29437@gn Priyanka Ghosh Student
hiraksmp@gmail.com Hirak Kumar Sinha Maha Faculty Member
Latifakhatun261@gmail.c Latifa khatun Student
cChatterjeekoustuv99@g KOUSTUV CHATTERJEE Student
latifakhatun261@gmail.cc Latifa Khatun Student
prinankaghosh@gmail.co Priyanka Ghosh Student
jeetchoudhury79265@gn Debajyoti Choudhury Student
royritabxt@gmail.com Rita Roy Student
kanikabiswas526@gmail. Kanika Biswas Student
susmitahazra895@gmail. Susmita Hazra Student
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Institution

GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote

Department
Sociology
Sociology
English
Sociology
Sociology
History

Political Science

Hiralal Majumder Memorii Sociology

GGDC Mangalkote

Political Science

Hiralal Mazumdar Memori Sociology

GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote

Bengali
Bengali
History
Sociology
Sociology
Sociology
History
Sociology

Rabindra bharati universit Sociology

GGDC Mangalkote
GGDC Mangalkote

Sociology
Sociology

Current Year (For Students Only
Second Year
Second Year

Third Year
Second Year

Third Year

Third Year

Third Year
Third Year

First Year
Second Year
First Year
First Year
Second Year
Second Year
Second Year
Second Year



How informative was the | How did you find the lectu Was the lecture informative?
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