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OBJECTIVE OF THE PROGRAMME: 

Iconography or Symbolism as potential markers of Indian history and culture, have not been discussed 

much at the undergraduate level. Hence, the primary objective of the seminar was to make the 

students aware of how pictorial and sculptural representations in different periods of Indian history 

depict the characteristics, faith, believes, nature of livelihood, customs and duties of that particular 

era. 

 

SPEAKER: Mr. Khokan Saikh, Assistant Professor, Department of History, GGDC, Mangalkote. 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PROGRAMME:  

The seminar was held at Kandra Radhakanta Kundu Mahavidyalaya on 23/02/2023. At the outset, the 

speaker, Mr Khokan Saikh, Assistant Professor of History, elaborated the basic concept of iconography 

or symbolism as the study of the science of visual arts, wherein symbols, icons, images, paintings, 

sculptures, signs and emblems serve as the units of identification. Thus, at the very outset the speaker 

was able to grasp the attention and interest of the students. 

The lecture then was skillfully geared towards the relationship between icons and the cultural history 

of India.  The speaker elaborated how icons or symbols have represented popular cultures in a 

particular era. He substantiated the point with the example of how specific Hindu symbols like the 

Om, Swastika, the Lotus and the Sankha (conch), all have different meanings to convey. The Om 

represents the sound that was there before the creation of the universe and thus it symbolizes peace, 

tranquility and any human effort at balancing himself with the energy of the universe. It can also be 

found in all cultural references made in the Hindu scriptures. Likewise, the Swastika which means well-

being in Sanskrit, represents prosperity and thus has been a part of all cultural traditions. The speaker 

also highlighted the fact that all these symbols are inter-cultural and have found their place in Jain and 

Buddhist scriptures apart from Hinduism. In some cases, as the speaker pointed out, these symbols 

have also been found in foreign cultures like the swastika in the native population of North America 

and in Nazi Germany. This is precisely due to the fact that over thousands of years intermingling of 

races have resulted in the intermingling of symbols. Throughout the seminar, the speaker illustrated 

different concepts and ideas so that students get enriched about a branch of study that is 

comparatively new to them but nevertheless provides an important area of research. The programme 

concluded with a feedback session from the students, where they enthusiastically conveyed their 

opinions and asked questions. 

 

PARTICIPANT DETAILS: 

NO. OF STUDENTS ATTENDING THE PROGRAMME: 28 

 

OUTCOME OF THE PROGRAMME: 



This particular seminar was a huge success among the students keeping in view its topic, that was 

something not only relatively new but one which inspired them to study history in newer and more 

interesting ways. It also encouraged them to think about history as a research option in future, as was 

evident from the feedback session. The expertise of the speaker was instrumental in bringing about 

queries and ideas from the young generation about our culture and history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GLIMPSES FROM THE PROGRAMME 

PIC.: THE SPEAKER WITH HIS PRESENTATION 

PIC.: THE SPEAKER DELIVERING HIS LECTURE 



 

 

 PIC.: THE SPEAKER WITH THE FACULTY 

MEMBER OF KANDRA COLLEGE 














