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ABSTRACT

Bird: mrhodme bouss spamowz and houze crowe have always been considered as ecomystem mdicators
reflecting the hezlth of the emvironment Complste abssnce of 2 species (that was previously zbundans) is mot
desirable from the ecologists peint of view. Arthropogsnic activitiss like whemivation and deforestxtion heve
peak=d in recent vears resuliing in the loss of bodiversity. This is not solely linked to the mombar of species st
alsp the interartions among them that shapes up tha acosystem The cumrent stody focuses on the sadden
dizappearznre of honze spamons 2nd house crows. The smdy area chozen was Chinoarah, West Bengzal, India,
2= the placs has undergone rapid urben srowth in the [2st too deades with stmultansgws erosion of the sparmow
and crow populations. The urban sprand of Chinsurah in the pest fow years was stodied naing satallite imazsry
data (from Googls earth) and Landsat data (from GLCF) caphred on a t=mporal scale The smody area was
surveyed fior dorumenting the preferable habitats of birds whars they wers foumd roesting. A comparaiive sudy
of the architectors of the ald mmd pew'renovated buildngs shows that holdines with medem desizn: lack
suifable nesting sites. In addition, the loss of free cover deprives the birds of their foraging ground:. Bird speciss
like commoon royma, sreater concal, Indian treepis, black dronso and black kite keve been observed living close
1o luman zettlements in the smdy area. They are momm to exert predafory and'or compstition pressures on
houss sparrows and house crows. Other factor affecting the sparmow and gow populztions wers zlsa
imvestizated The declining bird species sesms to affect the whan ecesyztem by cansing shifts in ecological
belemra Thiz cam, however, be minimized by comzidermg the ecological factors whils plammins urben
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