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EDITOR’S NOTE

YOUTH AND NATIONAL BUILDING: THE ROLE OF STUDENTS IN SHAPING THE FUTURE;
VOLUME 1.

E-SPECTRUM: DIGITAL MAGAZINE OF GOVERNMENT GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE,
MANGALKOTE

THE FIRST VOLUME OF E-SPECTRUM, THE DIGITAL MAGAZINE OF GOVERNMENT
GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE, MANGALKOTE, WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY A COLLECTIVE
EFFORT THAT EXTENDS WELL BEYOND THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE AND THE
EDITORIAL TEAM.

FIRST AND FOREMOST, THE MAGAZINE WAS JOINTLY ENVISIONED BY OUR HEAD OF
THE INSTITUTION, DR. PRADIPTA KUMAR BASU AND COORDINATOR OF INTERNAL
QUALITY ASSURANCE CELL, DR. PINAKI ROY. IT IS ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR
GUIDANCE, ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT AND ENCOURAGEMENT THAT THE MAGAZINE WAS
POSSIBLE.

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL THE FACULTY MEMBERS FOR PROVIDING US WITH
CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND FEEDBACK AT VARIOUS STAGES OF THE
CONSTRUCTION. | AM OBLIGED TO DR. MOUMITA MAZUMDER AND MR. KESHAB
CHANDRA SAHA FOR WORKING BEYOND THEIR HOURS TO PAINSTAKINGLY REVIEW
AND COPY-EDIT THE MAGAZINE.

FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, E-SPECTRUM IS ALIVE ONLY BECAUSE OF THE
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY THE STUDENTS AND THE FACULTY MEMBERS JOINTLY.
ALONG THE PROCESS OF PUBLICATION OF THE MAGAZINE, IT HAS TRANSCENDED
LIMINAL BOUNDARIES WHERE THE TEACHERS AND THE STUDENTS CAN NOW SHARE A
COMMON SPACE FOR LITERARY AND ARTISTIC EXPRESSION. TO ALL THE
CONTRIBUTORS, WE FORMALLY THANK YOU. WITHOUT YOU, THERE IS NO E-
SPECTRUM.

THE THEME OF THE MAGAZINE ‘YOUTH AND NATION BUILDING: THE ROLE OF
STUDENTS IN SHAPING THE FUTURE’ COMES AT AN IMPORTANT JUNCTURE WHERE
WE ARE STRUGGLING WITH ALARMING SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL DECAY. THERE
EXISTS A STATE OF APORIA WHERE THE DYSTOPIAN HAS BECOME A REALITY.
THROUGH THE EXPERIENCE OF CYCLIC HISTORY AND ALSO HUMANS AS HOPEFUL
BEINGS, THE YOUNG HAVE ALWAYS BEEN INSTIGATORS OF TRANSFORMATION AND
TRANSITION. THEREFORE, WE MUST ENTRUST OUR FAITH IN THEM AND PROVIDE
THEM THE TOOLS FOR THEIR EMANCIPATION. THE DIGITAL MAGAZINE IS AIMED AT
CREATING SUCH A PLATFORM WHERE THE VOICES OF THE YOUTH CAN BE HEARD.

WE INVITE ALL THE READERS TO EXPLORE THE PAGES OF THE MAGAZINE AND HOPE
IT SPARKS A COGNITIVE STIMULUS FOR ENGAGING WITH THE WORKS. LET THIS BE
THE BEGINNING OF A SPECTRUM OF MANY SUCH COLLECTIVE VOLUMES THAT
FURTHER STRETCH OUR HORIZONS.

THANK YOU

DEBADITYA DUTTA
CONVERNER, PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
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MESSAGE FROM THE DESK OF THE HO1

It is with immense pride and great pleasure that I welcome you all to the first edition of our Digital Wall
Magazine, a platform that will not only highlight the intellectual vigor of our students but also showcase their
creative expressions and academic insights. The Digital Wall Magazine will feature contributions from across
our college, including thought-provoking articles, artwork, research, and student projects, all curated to
highlight the spirit of our institution.

The theme of this edition, “Youth and Nation Building: The Role of Students in Shaping the Future”,
could not be more timely. In an era marked by rapid change and a growing need for responsible leadership,
students are the bedrock of progress. As the future leaders, thinkers, and innovators of our society, it is
imperative for students to understand the significance of their role in the collective journey of nation-building.
The decisions, actions, and attitudes we adopt today will shape the contours of tomorrow.

Youth, by virtue of their energy, creativity, and idealism, are positioned uniquely to drive change. At
Government General Degree College, Mangalkote, we believe in nurturing not only academic excellence but
also the values that contribute to the holistic development of students. We are committed to fostering an
environment where curiosity, social responsibility, and national pride are deeply instilled.

As students, you possess the power to influence your communities, challenge outdated norms, and
inspire change. Whether through innovation in technology, commitment to social causes, or leading through
example, you have the ability to impact not just the present, but to create a future that is both progressive and
inclusive. It is your responsibility to equip yourselves with knowledge, skills, and ethical values to meet the
challenges of the world with confidence and compassion.

This magazine serves as a reflection of your ideas, your passions, and your perspectives. I encourage
you to engage actively with this initiative, share your thoughts, and contribute meaningfully to the dialogue
around the future of our nation. Together, we will continue to build a society that is not only educated but also
just, compassionate, and forward-thinking.

Let us all take pride in our roles as students, educators and citizens of this great nation. The path to
progress is illuminated by the collective actions of individuals like you.

Best wishes to all contributors and readers, and may this magazine inspire thought, dialogue, and a
renewed sense of responsibility towards nation-building.

Stay tuned for the first issue, and I look forward to seeing this initiative thrive with your involvement.

f.."

Date: 19/09/2025 (e

Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
Officer in Charge (HOI)

Government General Degree College, Mangalkote
Dr. Pradipta Kumar Basu
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MESSAGE FROM THE COORDINATOR, IQAC

Writing, for that matter, any form of artistic expression, is an instrument of creation as
much as a medium of critique and change. In an epoch where Al pervades and ChatGPTs
compel an unprecedented rethinking of writing as an essential skill of the learners and the
educators alike, it is high time that we resurrect the authenticity of creative content, which
is being systematically decimated by the emphasis on accuracy of syntactical attributes.
Bot-driven writing, while it assures greater efficiency and productivity, robs writing of its
transformative potentials. Mechanization in any field of artistic and aesthetic expression
results in massive standardization, at the cost of the unique. Mass production does great
harm to traditional art forms, replacing them with the manufactured ones. In a system
where marketization is the key to sustenance, standardization becomes the sole attribute of
all artistic productions. This is also true of writing in our times.

As the Coordinator of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell of the college, I
congratulate the Publication Committee for putting together the writings and other artistic
creations of students and teachers in the form of a digital magazine. It is indeed
encouraging to witness one’s conviction materialise via spontaneous contributions on a
theme as compelling and relevant as youth and nation-building. I heartily welcome all
students and teachers to contribute to our digital magazine now and in the forthcoming
volumes. I firmly believe that it promises a space beyond the autocracy of the API scores -
where creative expressions are not tied to any narrow instrumental ends. Rather celebrates
the sublime that is so profound in the nature and the human relations that surrounds us
and engages the global concerns that endanger all life forms and interrogates the larger

structures of inequality and exclusion that plagues our everyday existence.

,.’\} vl J();‘J X

(Dr. PINAKI ROY)
Date: 20/09/2025 Coordinator, IQAC
Government General Degree
College, Mangalkote
Coordinator, IQAC
Govt. General Degree College,
Mangalkote
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EDUCATION, YOUTH AND NATION-
BUILDING IN OUR TIMES: SCATTERED
OBSERVATIONS

BY Dr. PINAKI ROY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Irrespective of our ideological inclinations, probably we all agree
that we are in an unbearably uncertain time. Climate change,
terrorist attacks and loss of innocent lives, cyber crimes and online
frauds, widespread corruption, joblessness and lay-offs, collapsing
public healthcare and commodification of health services in the
private sector, violence against women, depressed castes and
communities, and dwindling political and bureaucratic will points
to the uncertainty of the time we are witnessing. The metarecit of
social transformation often comprehends the youth as the
harbinger of social reform or radical change. But one is compelled
to ask: what role would the youth have to play in circumstances
where the moral order is incredibly wobbly, where politics aligns
heavily with the where the

powerful, economy breeds

consumerism and the education system is fashioned after
neoliberal values as the mere learning of skills? However, let us not

assume that all is dark and gloomy. Let us navigate this quandary

of hopelessness and hopefulness.

Human beings are after all hopeful beings. Even the worst hit

experiencing warfare, death and destruction on an everyday basis -
are as hopeful as those living nonchalant lives in the citadels of
global neoliberalism. Like many of us, for whom life is comparatively
less uncertain and vulnerable, they too envision a brighter tomorrow.
Such is human nature. We are thus bound to oscillate, as sensible
citizens, between two diametrically opposite images: The dead body
of Alan Kurdi, a two-year-old Syrian refugee boy of Kurdish origin,
photographed on a Mediterranean beach, who lost his life when the
boat carrying his family to Europe capsized and the video of a smiling
Gaza girl who lost her legs to heavy shelling, eagerly waiting for
prosthetic legs. Perhaps human hopefulness is sometimes too
unbearable. Millions of ecological refugees cross international
borders every year in the Indian subcontinent, hoping against hope,
to barely survive and not live. For the nation-state and its political
leaders, they are mere objects of politicization - infiltrators and
terrorists or vote-banks, means to another five year of electoral glory.
As educators, we cannot probably change the reality that surrounds
us. Yet as the phenomenologist would have us believe, as individuals
capable of meaning-making, we have the capacity to refashion the
reality that supposedly surrounds us - not as politicians involved in

macro-governance, but as educators in micro-settings.

5

Our classrooms are our little theatres of hope which
stage our critical outpourings - our discourses on
demographic violence, and

dynamics, gender

developmental disparity and so on.A close
interlocutor in this journey of learning and sharing
of knowledge once asked: How do you communicate
with your students effectively when there is
evidently a huge language barrier? The question
made me pause and think. It was in fact a question |
had been posing to myself for a long time and to
which |

However, | was coping, negotiating and navigating,

could not find a conclusive answer.

hoping against hope, in my effort to overcome my
metropolitan conservatism and establish a dialogue
with my rural interlocutors - my students. Language
is indeed a barrier, yet what binds us are the human
predicament and the ethos of compassion and care.
The youth | interact with may not have read bell
hooks, but they appreciate her thoughts on the

and

of

intersection gender,

I . i-I I |

meet in my classroom

race, capitalism

imperialism.

The youth |
everyday may not have heard about Erich
Fromm, but they are willing to reconsider
Jiddu

Krishnamurti may not be a part of their

being as a form of art.
curriculum, yet we together begin to ask
what constitutes the act of knowing. The
classroom as a transformative space may
not necessarily entail an escape from the
uncertainty and injustices of our times.
Yet we believe, with utmost conviction,
the

‘in and here’ of the classroom

embodies new beginnings and
transformative visions. The only and
biggest challenge is to attract the youth
to the classroom when the entire
education system appears redundant in

an era of uncertainty.
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YouTrH AND NATION
BUILDING: THE  DIGITAL
GENERATION AND THE POWER
OF SPORTS

ABDUR RAHAMAN
SEMESTER YV
DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
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Unity is a core element of nation building, and sports
naturally cultivates it.
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THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN NATION

BUILDING: ARCHITECTS OF A
NEW ERA

PRIYANKA GHOSH

SEMESTER YV

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

"The youth are the architects of tomorrow's world."
Youth is the backbone of any nation. This means
young people are the most important part of a
country's future. They have a lot of energy, new
ideas, and the power to make things better. They
are vital for moving the nation forward and creating
a strong, successful country. A nation grows strong
when its young people are strong and motivated.

+ Youth as Agents of Change and Unity:

Young people can help fix big social problems.
Countries have problems like poverty, lack of
education, or unfair treatment of people. Young
people can volunteer their time to help their local
communities. By doing this work together, they
bring people closer and help end social divisions.
They often question old ideas that are not good
anymore and fight for a fairer society for everyone.
Their energy can break down walls between

different groups.
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"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the
service of others."-- Mahatma Gandhi

« Boosting the Economy and Innovation:

In the economic area, youth are the main workers and a
key driver of growth. They learn about new technology
first. In today's digital world, skills are important. Their
creativity helps businesses grow and creates new jobs
for others. Many young people do not wait for a job; they
start their own small companies. This spirit of starting a
business(entrepreneurship) helps the entire country’s
economy to grow. When young people work hard and
smart, the nation gets strong and rich.

» Taking Part in Leadership and Governance:

For true nation-building, youth must also be
involved in running the country. This means
participating in politics and government. When
young people vote in elections and share their
opinions on important issues, they make sure the
leaders are doing a good job. Their involvement
brings new energy, honesty, and transparency to
the government system. Young people help make
good choices for the nation's future, such as taking
care of the environment or managing money
wisely. Their voice ensures that decisions made
today are good for tomorrow.

Conclusion:

The youth hold immense power to shape the
nation. They are key partners in today's progress,
not just future leaders waiting for their turn. They
are full of hope, enthusiasm, and a desire to
achieve great things. If we support them with good
education, skills, and opportunities, they can
achieve amazing things. Empowered youth means
a stronger, better country for everyone. The future
of the nation rests on their shoulders, and they are
ready for the challenge.

"Our greatest natural resource is the minds of

our children."--Walt Disney




YOUTH: A BLAZING

Once, Netaji said on behalf of the youth,

FIAME "We want the right to make blunders".
ARPITA DAS This is why not everyone praises them.
SEMESTER Il1 They are considered to be without any

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH goals. Youth is always and everywhere

The role of youth in nation-building is  aimless. They run around; they have no

critical. It may be fruitful or dreadful, but ~ leisure to listen to the advice of the wise.

They make mistakes, they fall into
but

their participation is crucial. They are the

delusions, they never lose

backbone of our society. The future of

democracy, economy, and technology enthusiasm or go backwards. They are

depends on young people. There are the ones who write the history of
liberation

in every country. Society,

many problems nowadays, such as

state, literature, art, and science have

poverty, unemployment, global warming,

been built in every country with the

religious conflicts, etc. The answer to

collective strength of the younger

solving all these problems lies with the
generation.

next generation.

Education is very important in the character building

of youth. Education and skill development are key History shows that the next

for them, enabling them to become responsible
citizens. They learn to differentiate between right
and wrong. Also, they learn to protest themselves
against injustice.

Today, many people condemn Generation Z. But
their creative skills, their innovative ideas, and their
energy are truly admirable. They are choosing their
career according to their ability, instead of choosing
conventional professions like doctor, engineer, or
teacher. As a result, our nation will prosper in many

different fields.
9

generation has the ability to solve
future problems. As time moves, it is
essential to adapt and bring about
changes in society. The youth have
the power to drive this change. They
are unstoppable, unbreakable and
They lead the

unbeatable. can

country in the right way.
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STUDENTS: THE BUILDING OF TOMORROW
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA AND
EMPOWERMENT

SUMONA MONDOL
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Swami Vivekananda described the youth as the true

Yourn

“backbone of a nation.” According to him, the future of a
country depends on a generation that is strong in
character, enriched with knowledge, disciplined in
action, honest in conduct, and inspired by genuine
patriotism. At the centre of social transformation,
national development, and human welfare stand the
youth. This is why Vivekananda repeatedly declared that
“the youth alone can recreate India.”

His famous words, “Arise, awake, and stop not till the
goal is reached,” were not just a call for spiritual growth
but also a message to remind young people of the power
they carry within themselves. Vivekananda repeatedly
said that hard work, confidence and dedication can
solve many of the problems that India faces. He believed
that the youth must learn to trust their inner strength,
because a strong mind is far more powerful than
physical strength. When the youth develop discipline,

honesty and a sincere desire to serve society, the nation

naturally moves towards progress.

The youth hold a central role in the task of nation-

building because they are the most adaptable and
energetic part of society. They welcome new ideas,
challenge harmful traditions and carry the courage to
dream of a better future. Whether in science, technology,
agriculture, education or culture, their active
involvement brings new energy to national progress. If
the youth nurture moral values, discipline and patriotism,
they can become the strongest force against corruption,
injustice, crime, addiction and social discrimination.
Vivekananda believed that even a single ideal and
determined youth has the potential to change the fate of
an entire community.

Vivekananda’s teachings offer a complete model for

youth empowerment.

His vision of education was not limited to books; it
that

character

was a process shaped personality,

strengthened and encouraged
fearlessness. He wanted every young person to
believe in their inner potential and to recognise
themselves as the children of immortal strength.
His message inspired the youth to live with
honesty, serve humanity, respect reason and
scientific thinking, and uphold the values that
enrich both individual life and national identity. He
firmly believed that once a young person grows
true  human

into a being—courageous,

compassionate and  self-reliant—the nation

naturally becomes strong.
The

Technological

modern world is rapidly changing.

revolutions, global competition,
environmental crises, unemployment, and social
inequalities pose major challenges. But it also
offers many opportunities.If the youth combine
their knowledge with creativity and their ambition
with social responsibility, they can take the

country forward in every possible way.

They can strengthen the economy through new
ideas, spread education, fight social evils and lead
the nation in scientific and technological progress.

Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy was, above all, a
call for national awakening. He believed that
India’s hope and destiny lie in the hands of its
youth. If they follow his teachings and refine their
character, intellect and moral strength, they will be
able to transform not only their own lives but also
the entire nation. As he declared with deep
conviction, “My hope is in the youth of this country;
they can rebuild India and place her once again at

the pinnacle of the world.”
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SHE BELIEVED SHE COULD, SO SHE DID IT

SNEHA DEY
SEMESTER Il
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

“She believed She Could,
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